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A Letter From the 
Dean
This year has been a year of great change and progress. As the FSU 
Libraries welcomed new leadership, we recovered and emerged 
stronger after a major flood, explored and developed important 
innovations for researchers, and engaged and inspired FSU students.
The FSU Libraries are an essential contributor to the University’s 
research infrastructure, and we are proud to highlight some of the 
many contributions we made to research and scholarship.

In this year’s Annual Report, you will learn more about the newest 
members of our Senior Leadership Team, the major flood and recovery 
of December 2022, and our digital technology developments and 
research collaborations and grants.

I know you will be impressed by our Libraries interns and I would 
like to thank you for supporting this initiative. Our student interns 
are doing remarkable work serving our communities while learning 
amazing skills that they carry into their future careers.

We are grateful for your advocacy and support of the FSU Libraries.

1 New Approaches
New Leadership
Flood Heroes
Immersive Scholarship 
Geoset
LD Base

Scholarly Endeavors
Grand Involvement
STEM Highlights
Data Fellows
Create FSU / Pen & Inc

Student Success
Student Engagement
Student Internships
Where are they now?
Art in the Library
International Programs
Tutoring
LEDS

Contents

Community Collaborations
WWII Collection
Florida Book Awards

The Libraries
By the Numbers
New Employees
Employee Milestones 
Donor Roll

2
3
4
5

3
3
5
7
9

10

FSU Libraries Senior Leadership

Gale Etschmaier 
Dean of University Libraries

Valerie Boulos 
Associate Dean of Resource 
Management and Discovery 
Services
 
Katie McCormick 
Associate Dean of Special 
Collections and Archives

Susannah Miller 
Associate Dean of Administrative 
Services

Debra Hanken- Kurtz 
Associate Dean of Technology and 
Digital Scholarship

Neelam Bharti
Associate Dean of Research and 
Learning Services

Editor

Meagan Bonnell 
Assistant Director of Media, 
Marketing, and Communication

Design

Laura Pellini
Graphic Design Specialist

Photography

Florida State Special Collections 
and Archives Research Center, 
Steve Chase, Laura Pellini, Bill Lax.

A special thanks to all FSU Libraries 
faculty and staff who contributed 
their words, ideas, images, and 
time.

Acknowledgments

1
2

21
21
23
25
27
29
31
32

11
11
13
15
17

33
33
35

37
37
39
41
43



This year, FSU Libraries welcomed two 
new Associate Deans to our Senior 
Leadership team: Neelam Bharti and 
Debra Hanken-Kurtz. 

As associate dean of research and 
learning services, Bharti will work to 
develop a shared vision and goals 
for FSU Libraries that align with the 
university’s overall priorities. Bharti 
comes to Florida State from Carnegie 
Mellon University, where she served as 
the associate dean for liaison services 
and the senior librarian for chemistry, 
chemical engineering, material science 
and engineering since 2018.  

While at Carnegie Mellon University, 
Bharti provided strategic leadership 
that supported the university’s research, 
teaching and learning mission. She 
developed and implemented strategic 

initiatives to support the university’s 
research and instruction mission, 
fostered research collaborations 
throughout the university community, 
and contributed to solving policy, 
procedural and operational issues. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, for 
example, she implemented a series 
of services, including remote material 
delivery. 

Bharti holds a doctoral degree in bio-
medicinal chemistry from Jamia Millia 
Islamia and worked as a post-doctoral 
scientist at the University of Florida. 
She was a part of several National 
Institutes of Health grants and played 
a critical role in drug technology 
developments, sending three drugs to 
clinical trials. She also holds a master's 
degree in library and information 
science from the University of Missouri. 

As associate dean, Kurtz will oversee 
a division that provides high-quality 
technology services, leadership in 
digital scholarship and support for new 
models of scholarly communication for 
the libraries and campus community. 
She will build collaborative partnerships 
and lead initiatives that align the 
libraries’ work with the university’s 
strategic goals. 

Kurtz comes to Florida State from 
Arizona State University (ASU), where 
she served most recently in the role of 
Director of Data Governance. As the 
director of Data Governance at ASU, 
Kurtz worked with consultants and the 
ASU community to design their Privacy 
and Data Governance program. This 
program created a framework for the 
university to ensure data integrity and 
honor the interests and agency of the 

people whose information the university 
stewards. Her work in data governance 
is informed by her professional library 
experience and dedication to an 
individual’s right to open inquiry. 

Kurtz holds a Master of Library Science 
from UNC-Chapel Hill and a Bachelor 
of Arts in English from Arizona State 
University. 

Bharti and Hanke-Kurtz join Gale 
Etschmaier, dean of University Libraries; 
Valerie Boulos, associate dean of 
Resource Management and Discovery 
Services; Katie McCormick, associate 
dean of Special Collections and 
Archives; Susannah Miller, associate 
dean of Administrative Services in 
providing leadership and vision for FSU 
Libraries.  
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Debra Hanken-Kurtz
Associate Dean of Technology and 

Digital Scholarship

Neelam Bharti
Associate Dean of Research 

and Learning Services

New Leadership



Late on the night of December 25, 2022, Strozier Library experienced a catastrophic 
flood. This was due to a burst pipe caused by an unprecedented freeze.  

Our Libraries’ team members worked tirelessly through the night and over the 
next days to protect and preserve collections. We are incredibly grateful for the 
dedication and hard work of our Flood Heroes. Due to their efforts, damage to 
collections was minimized.  

The phased recovery process moved along quickly. This is largely thanks to the 
collaborative efforts of many across campus, including FSU Facilities, Environmental 
Health and Safety, the Provost’s office, Finance and Administration, and vendors. 
They all played critical roles in the recovery and renovations.  

Thanks to our Flood Heroes, teamwork, collaboration, the Strozier Library 
basement opened its doors again to our campus community in June 2023. The 
reopening was marked by a ribbon cutting and celebration of the Flood Heroes.  

Flood HeroesN
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FSU Libraries are leading the way 
in ground-breaking research that 
utilizes new digital technologies. One 
example of this is the Photogrammetry 
Institute, part of our Office of Digital 
Research and Scholarship (DRS). The 
Photogrammetry Institute program 
explores the many uses of computer-
aided remote sensing approaches 
(with an emphasis on 3D and 
photogrammetry) across the sciences 
and humanities to foster a collaborative, 
cross-disciplinary environment for the 
exchange of ideas. 

Photogrammetry is the process of 
creating a 3D model by taking 2D data 
of photographs and producing 3D 
replicas. A computer takes hundreds 
of photos and stitches them together 
based on camera positioning, obtaining 
reliable information about physical 
objects and the environment through 
the process of recording, measuring 
and interpreting photographic images 
and patterns of electromagnetic radiant 
imagery and other phenomena. 

This year, FSU Libraries and Office 
of Digital Research and Scholarship 
(DRS) hosted a semester-long series 
of talks and workshops centered on 
approaches to (and applications of) 3D 
data modeling in scholarly and creative 
academic fields. These talks featured 
faculty and graduate students from 
FSU Libraries, Research Computing 
Center, Center for Ocean-Atmospheric 
Prediction Studies, FSU Innovation Hub, 
Department of Art History, Department 
of Classics. Through project showcases, 
panel discussions, and hands-on 
workshop participants discussed art, 
film, science, archaeology. 

Photogrammetry is just one aspect of 
immersive scholarship at FSU Libraries. 
Topics in immersive scholarship range 
from digital publishing and cultural 
heritage work to 3D data visualization 
and extended reality tools 
and technologies.  

 

“The best way to define photogrammetry is 
the process by which someone can create a 
3D model using photographs. Essentially, its 
a science that takes 2D data (photographs) 

and produces 3D replicas with accurate 
measurements"  

Exploring New Realities

-Amanda Brito
Digital Scholarship Graduate Assistant

N
ew

 A
p

p
ro

ac
he

s
7
8



N
ew

 A
p

p
ro

ac
he

s
9
10

With LDBase, an NIH-funded collaboration between librarians 
and researchers at FSU, scholars are building a first-of-its-
kind online behavioral data repository containing decades 
of knowledge from educational and developmental sciences 
across the full range of abilities. This gives the educational and 
developmental science communities the chance to securely 
store and access research data.     

Originally developed as a collaboration between the University 
Libraries’ Technology and Digital Scholarship division, 
FSU’s Department of Psychology, and the Florida Center for 
Reading Research, LDbase came from a need for human 
learning and development scientists to share their research 
data. LDBase combines researchers’ subject expertise with 
the FSU Libraries’ in-house web development expertise in 
data organization, repositories, UX design, accessibility, and 
cloud infrastructure.  

Since its launch, the LDbase psychology team has produced 
ten publications, ten white papers, and three grants. LDbase 
has been included by the NIH on their list of repositories for 
sharing scientific data. They have also been included by the 
Institute of Education Services (IES) in “Sharing Study Data: A 
Guide for Education Researchers” as a repository “of special 
interest to education researchers”  

Over the next few years, the LDbase team will continue to 
refine the system, making it easier for uploaded data to be 
found and disseminated across the Internet. Improvements 
to the community building features of the website and to 
provide better content related to data sharing best practices 
are also underway.  

 

Did you know that FSU Libraries have a 
media production studio? Did you know 
these services are free and accessible 
to all at FSU? 

GEOSET Studios, located in Dirac 
Science Library, specializes in providing 
media services for the FSU community. 
These include video development, a 
full-service production studio for videos 
and podcasts, on-location recording 
and streaming, and more, all in a 
professional recording studio.  

GEOSET stands for Global Educational 
Outreach in Science, Engineering, 
and Technology. The GEOSET Studio 
was established in 2012 by Nobel 
laureate Sir Harold Kroto with the goal 
of communicating complex scientific 
ideas in accessible ways. 
 

This included providing presenters from 
all levels of academia the opportunity 
to share their expertise and enthusiasm 
to a global audience. The studio 
continues this mission by providing 
FSU faculty and staff with the space and 
tools necessary to produce educational 
content for a wide audience.  

With the launch of the new Digital 
Media Studio, the FSU community 
can create outstanding digital media 
for professional and personal projects. 
The suite is equipped with lighting, 
microphones, green screen, two 4k 
monitors powered by a Mac Studio 
computer, headphones, microphones, 
and mixing board, and audio absorption 
panels. This makes it easy for anyone 
to record a podcast for class or film a 
YouTube video!  

Accelerating discoveries with open science resources 

GEOSET Studios
Providing Digital Content Creation On-Campus



FSU Libraries award grants to the FSU community through several funding 
opportunities. We are proud that these grants can help support research and 
discovery endeavors for our university community. Read more about the grants 
offered by FSU Libraries.  

The Harper Research Grant 
The Harper Research Grant provides support for research in any collection 
managed by FSU Libraries Special Collections & Archives. Research grant awards 
of up to $1,500 each are available to non-FSU graduate students, post docs, 
early career scholars, and/or independent researchers to support research in our 
collections. 

Bradley Research Grant
The Robert B. Bradley Library Research Grants are given annually to support 
the research and creative endeavors of our faculty while developing our library's 
world-class collections. 

New Faculty Collection Development Grants 
The University Libraries offer New Faculty Collection Development Grants to 
newly hired full-time tenure track faculty. These grants provide eligible faculty 
members with up to $1,000 to order books and media materials for our permanent 
collection.  

The Open Access Publishing Fund 
This fund supports publishing costs for eligible open access (OA) journals and 
books when no alternative funding is available, thereby fostering the exploration 
of new and innovative publishing models. 
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Supporting Scholars Through 
Grant Funding

Advancing open science
 through NSF grant 

Renaine Julian, director of STEM Libraries at FSU Libraries, is a member of the 
project team that was awarded $471,847 from the National Science Foundation 
(NSF). This grant will support collaborative research and transparency through the 
sharing of information about research facilities and instruments.   

Julian is partnering with the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research and 
the University of Colorado Boulder to advance efforts in open science through 
creation of the FAIR Facilities and Instruments research coordination network. 

This award is jointly supported by the NSF Directorate for Geosciences and Office 
of Advanced Cyberinfrastructure and will concentrate on building a research 
coordination network (RCN) that focuses on the creation and assignment of 
persistent identifiers (PIDs) for research facilities and instruments. 
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Every February in conjunction with Valentine’s Day, FSU Libraries participate in 
Love Data Week with workshops, engagement events, and giveaways. Love Data 
Week is an opportunity for institutions, organizations, scholars, students, and 
others celebrate their love of data.  

This year’s theme was Data: Agent of Change, which focused on helping data 
users find training and resources on the issues they care about. 

Workshops

Throughout the academic year, our STEM subject librarians lead workshops for 
graduate and undergraduate students. Each of these workshops are led by an 
experienced librarian and teach STEM- and data-focused skills. Our STEM subject 
librarians are also available to provide scholars with research consultations, data 
management support, library instruction and other services. 

STEM Highlights

Diverse Voices in STEM

On March 2, 2023, Diverse Voices in STEM held their first in-person symposium on 
the FSU Tallahassee campus. Speakers included: Dr. Anand “Sunny” Narayanan, 
Dr. Amy McKenna, Ashley Arcidiacono, Camille Lewis, and Dorianis Perez.  

Diverse Voices in STEM was created to call attention to the challenges faced by 
diverse and underrepresented groups in STEM as they progress through their 
academic career. This program engages the entire FSU community in conversations 
that highlight what it means to be a STEM scholar in terms of one’s STEM identity. 
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The STEM Data Fellowship Program at 
FSU Libraries launched in August 2021, 
with the primary goals of increasing data 
literacy and making topics related to 
data, including data science, machine 
learning, and artificial intelligence, 
accessible and approachable for 
everyone. 

The Data Fellows provide peer-to-
peer teaching, research support, and 
outreach opportunities for participating 

students. They are also a part of ongoing 
data instruction at FSU Libraries. They 
host workshops, create asynchronous 
tutorials and modules, and hold 
weekly walk-up hours at Dirac Science 
Library. The fellows also participate in 
outreach and engagement efforts with 
the student community to keep them 
informed of FSU Libraries data services 
and to make data more accessible to 
students.  

Reagan Bourne
Computer Science, May 2025

Sahil Chauan
Statistics, May 2024

STEM Data Fellows
Building a community of scholars at FSU to expand the reach and impact of 
research data services across the STEM community.

William-Elijah Clark
Statistics, May 2023

Diego Bustamante
Chemical Engineering, May 2022

Carlos Bravo
Computer Science, May 2025
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Scholarship Without Barriers
Leading the Way in Open Access Initiatives 

Open Access (OA) 

Open Access (OA) provides free and 
open scholarship, without fees or 
barriers, for all. It is a critical component 
of our mission at FSU Libraries. We 
offer OA support and publishing 
opportunities, by providing expertise, 
services, and platforms to all FSU 
faculty, staff, and students. Initiatives 
like Florida State Open Publishing, 
(FSOP), CreateFSU and PEN & Inc 
provide scholars at FSU with publishing 
options that are free and accessible for 
all, in both print and online formats.  

Florida State Open Publishing 
(FSOP)  

Florida State Open Publishing (FSOP) 
provides the FSU community with 
professional publishing services 
that ensure free digital access, 
promote broad dissemination and 
impact, encourage innovation and 
experimentation, and amplify the 
voices of scholars working on niche 
or underserved topics. This year, 12 
books were published through FSOP, 
including Cognitive Information 
Processing: Career Theory, Research, 
and Practice, a 600-page edited volume 
with contributions from over 20 authors. 

https://publishing.lib.fsu.edu. 

CreateFSU gives FSU faculty and students a digital space to showcase their 
research. With easy authoring, editing, and publishing options, scholars can create 
interactive data visualizations, online exhibits, collaborative research blogs, Open 
Educational resources, course blogs, and more. 

https://create.fsu.edu/projects-exhibit/
 

The Project Enhancement Network and Incubator (PEN & Inc) is a yearly program 
with support from Florida State University Libraries. Participants receive a website 
through CreateFSU and are given hands-on support from library staff to develop 
and publish their research projects.  

This year’s cohort of 12 participants represented a range of scholarly disciplines. 

Analyzing the Soret Coefficient Using Time Resolved FTIR-ATR
Ashley David, Undergraduate Honors in the Major Student in 

Chemical and Biomedical Engineering 

Conquer Math Anxiety
Gizem Solmaz, Doctoral Candidate in Curriculum and Instruction

Deconstructing Dark Tourism with an African-American Lens
Dr. Mila Turner, Social Sciences Data & Research Librarian

Digital Sutures: Family & Cultural Memory in Indigenous Women’s Films
Dr. Kristin Dowell, Associate Professor of Indigenous Art & Film

 
Gulf Coast Resilience

Dr. Jayur Mehta, Assistant Professor in Anthropology
 

Helping Vulnerable Families Read With Their Children Through Online Training Modules
Miguel Garcia-Salas, Doctoral Student in the School of Communication Science and Disorders 

 
Invented Languages

Dr. Carolina Gonzalez, Associate Professor of Spanish and Linguistics 
 

LEGO Coach, a Sport Psychology Platform for Performance Leaders
Dr. Svenja Wolf, Assistant Professor of Sport Psychology 

 
Legacy of Isaac Nicola: His method for classical guitar
Susana Frade, Doctoral Student in Classical Guitar Performance

 
The Omniprescence of Black Joy

Chris Omni, MPH, Doctoral Candidate in Art Education
 

Tallahassee Music Map
Brenna Miller, Undergraduate Honors in the Major Student in Music

 
Tell Me About It! – Multigenerational Perspectives on Identity
Paige Rentz, Media Specialist, Center for Leadership and Social Change



Snapshots
2022 - 2023



Student Engagement
We love our students! From providing orientation tours to hosting finals week 
stress busters, each semester our engagement team holds a variety of events and 
programs for new and returning students to learn about our services, resources, 
and spaces.
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Tabling Events

1,336 Finals Week  Programming attendance

2,335 Regular Programming attendance

400   Orientation  Programming attendance

4,091 Total Student Event Attendance

31  48  
Total Events

Stats for the 2022-2023 School year, including Summer 
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Student Internships

Student success is central to our mission at FSU Libraries. The Libraries’ student 
internships offer amazing resume-worthy career experiences while also supporting 
critical services to the FSU community. By utilizing partnership opportunities such 
as FSU’s Career Center’s InternFSU program and the Fogg Trust, we are able to 
recruit a wide variety of students for different roles across the Libraries – ranging 
from social media to archival research.  

Students who participate in the internship programs gain knowledge and skills 
related to career decision-making and critical career competencies while in college 
as they formulate future professional endeavors. 

Win-Win Opportunities For Students and the Libraries

Benefits from student internship opportunities:

·      Acquire industry-specific language and discover latest industry trends
·      Clarify future employment search focus and refine career goals
·      Develop professionalism while building resume and career portfolio
·      Network and boost professional contacts

As an intern at the Digital Library Center at Strozier’s 
Special Collections & Archives, my goal is to gain skills 
pertaining to archival, preservatory, or librarian work. 

Post-graduation, I hope to work in the museum space as 
a curator or archivist, but  this internship so 
far has been enlightening to me  as I 

have realized my greater interest in libraries and archival 
spaces. Having no prior work in a library space, I am 

grateful to be able to sample archival work as I can see it 
becoming a big area of focus in my prospective career. 

-Allison Boroff

"

"

In our role as a major student employer, we hope to continue to play a role in the 
success of students while they are employed with us, and believe that working in 

the libraries can influence their career experiences after graduation.  



Some key experiences shared 
by the cohort include:

Building friendships, relationships, and mentorships
 

Engaging on campus  

Professional development opportunities

Tutoring peers, including student athletes  

Participating in internships and experiences abroad 

Attending career fairs and speaking with recruiters 

Working at FSU Libraries played a 
pivotal role in where I chose to take 
my career. The libraries and its remarkable people 

showed me that there were more to libraries than just the 
books. I was a data analyst during my senior year and with 
my new knowledge and the support I received, I decided 

to pursue my master’s in information technology. Fast 
forward a year, I have graduated from FSU, have a full-time 
position as an Assessment Librarian at Harvard University 

and I am living in a beautiful city.

-Andje Louis

Where Are They Now?

The Libraries are one of the top campus 
employers of students with a yearly 
average of over 70 student employees 
in the last five years. We hire students 
in a variety of positions that include 
part time employment, internships, 
graduate assistant positions, and 
federal work study. These jobs give 
students an opportunity to learn first-
hand in a variety of fields that include 
digital scholarship, marketing and 
communication, web development, 
and scholar support. 

  

To find out more about life after the 
Libraries, our Assessment Department 
conducted the Where Are They Now? 
study. The first study cohort featured six 
former student employees.  

We wanted to know how former-
student employees described their 
work experience at the library. What 
aspects of library employment did they 
perceive influenced their current career 
outcomes? What are ways we could 
incorporate what we learned to support 
current part-time employees with more 
meaningful campus experiences while 
at FSU?  
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"

"

The valuable lessons I learned during my 
internship at FSU Libraries in the Marketing and 
Communication division were to stay organized 
and to be confident in your creative abilities. The 

highlight of my internship was working with student 
engagement and coming up with new ideas for 
social media.  My advice for future 
interns is to make sure to have 

a creative approach to how you 
do your job. You can be creative in how you 
organize your physical or digital workspace or how 

you brainstorm new ideas.

-Kenya Winston "

"

FSU Libraries are one of the best places for employment for FSU
 students
 

This study has opened the door for others, as we continue to conduct further studies 
with the various departments within the libraries that employ student employees.  
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Bringing arts into FSU Libraries through 
student art exhibitions, performing 
arts pop up events, and hands on art 
makerspace activities. 

The Art in the Library Program at 
FSU Libraries brings the visual and 
performing arts into library spaces. This 
enriches the library experience for our 
visitors and stimulates creative thought 
and practice among our students, 
researchers, makers, creators, and 
performers at Florida State University. 
It also offers the opportunity for FSU 
students to get experience exhibiting 
their art or performing, whether they are 
pursuing arts-related majors or not. The 
Art in the Library Program launched in 

2022 and continues to grow each year 
with new and exciting programming. 

Art in the Library has also facilitated 
performing arts pop-up events in 
Strozier Library, highlighting a wide 
range of musical styles such as a capella 
singing and a string quartet. In true 
“pop up” fashion, these performances 
are not widely advertised, but rather 
they occur in major library spaces at 
random throughout a given semester. 
They are short, lasting anywhere from 
15-30 minutes, and anyone in the 
surrounding area is encouraged to take 
a break to come enjoy, learn, and to be 
inspired by all the talent we have right 
here at FSU!  

Bringing arts into FSU Libraries through student art exhibitions, performing 
arts pop up events, and hands on art makerspace activities.



Students interested in expanding their 
horizons can take classes at FSU study 
centers at locations in London, England; 
Florence, Italy; Panama City, Republic 
of Panama; and Valencia, Spain. 

Each of these international locations 
has a dedicated library, where students 
studying abroad can access study 
spaces and our in-person and online 
resources. These help ensure academic 
success no matter where an FSU student 
calls home. Additionally, a Libraries 
Abroad Canvas course for students was 
developed by FSU Libraries to support 
these international locations.  

This year the Dean of Libraries and the 
Extended Campus & Distance Services 
Librarian made trips to the London, 
Valencia, and Florence locations. 
These visits provided opportunities for 
learning, sharing, and conversations on 
how to best promote library services 
and resources to the students, faculty, 
and staff while enhancing library 
support and creating connections. 

 

Around the World with FSU 
Libraries	
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Dean Etschmaier visiting the Florence Library over the Spring of 2023.

Lindsey Wharton, Extended Campus & Distance Services Librarian visiting the London 
Library, 2023.
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Florida State University Libraries and 
the Academic Center for Excellence 
(ACE) are now partnering to provide 
and oversee tutoring in the libraries. 
With this new partnership, University 
Libraries will continue to offer late-night 
tutoring at the libraries while tapping 
into the expertise of ACE.  

Late night STEM tutoring has been 
a fixture at Strozier Library since the 
fall of 2009. Currently, FSU Libraries 
provide more than 6,000 hours of 
tutoring every year. Typically, Florida 
State University Libraries offer tutoring 
services that reach students where they 
study -- at the libraries, in the evening 
-- providing late-night hours when help 
is unavailable elsewhere.  

ACE serves approximately 13,000 
students a year. ACE runs on-campus 
tutoring, providing both group 
tutoring and one-on-one tutoring for 
students who need personal attention 
to succeed in class, especially high-
enrollment and high-fail courses.  

The new partnership with ACE will 
strengthen library tutoring and 
help even more students through 
coordination with resources across 
campus, including opportunities for 
STEM consultations, workshops, and 
group, and one-on-one tutoring for 
additional courses. This includes 
tutoring for business, computer 
science, psychology, biology, and 
foreign language classes.  

Students using ACE’s tutoring will 
learn of additional resources available 
at the libraries just as students will be 
encouraged to connect to ACE as an 
additional resource if needed beyond 
libraries tutoring. This will open the 
doors to more students finding the 
unique help they need to succeed in 
the largest and most difficult courses at 
Florida State University. 

ACEing Finals!

At FSU Libraries, we pride ourselves 
in providing the campus community 
with anytime, anywhere access to our 
resources. This includes offering access 
to collections in our physical spaces 
and online at lib.fsu.edu. For those who 
need materials from our collections 
but can’t make it into the library, we 
also offer curbside pick-up and Library 
Express Delivery Service (LEDS).

LEDS is an innovative program that 
delivers library materials for current FSU 
faculty members, graduate students, 
and staff, and students registered with 
the Office of Accessibility Services. In 
addition to physical materials, scanned 
articles and book chapters are also 
available for delivery via email. All 
requested materials are delivered 
within 48 hours. 

FSU Libraries have recently expanded 
LEDS to include deliveries to student 
athletes. LEDS now delivers materials 
directly to the Moore Athletics Center’s 

study hall. Student athletes will also 
be able to have materials delivered to 
any LEDS participating library, which 
currently includes Strozier, Dirac, & 
Engineering.  

Student athletes face unique 
challenges as they work towards 
graduation. Their tight schedules force 
them to balance practice, work outs, 
class time, studying, and their personal 
lives. Finding time to visit FSU Libraries 
to access research materials can create 
an academic hurdle. Extending LEDS to 
student athletes helps us connect with 
this large population of undergrads, 
learn their research needs, and allow 
the library to literally meet them where 
they are.  

With the success of this LEDS expansion 
to a new base of users the Libraries can 
begin identifying other portions of the 
undergraduate population who meet 
the criteria for delivery services. 

 
Increasing access to our collections and meeting the unique 

research needs of our faculty and students

As a tutor I most 
enjoyed the feeling of 

usefulness regarding students 
and their academic journey. 
I feel that I was able to help 

provide students with a more 
accurate feeling of success and 

completion than they might
 not have received 

otherwise. "

"

The Edward C. Fogg, III and Lisbeth A. Fogg Charitable Trust continues to support tutoring with 
Academic Center for Excellence in FSU Libraries. The Fogg Trust awarded $50,0000 toward the Florida 
State University Libraries collaboration with FSU’s Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) as FSU 
Libraries asked ACE to partner with them to provide and oversee tutoring in the libraries.



FSU Libraries Inherits 
Stewardship of WWII Collection 
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“The depths and breadths of stories to be told, and history to be 
understood, examined, and potentially reexamined is limitless 

in these kinds of collections. It is meaningful to our modern-day 
experiences and where we're plotting to go, whether it's from a policy 

perspective, an educational perspective, or part of a personal journey, I 
think it has the potential to be deeply and meaningfully informative,” 

--Katie McCormick
Associate Dean of Special Collections and Archives

This collection offers the opportunity in both learning and creation of 
scholarship to understand a new spectrum of experiences, tell new stories, 

and to ask and answer new questions.  

FSU Libraries’ Special Collections & Archives division has assumed full stewardship 
of the World War II Archives from the Institute on World War II and the Human 
Experience collection. The collection is now housed in the Claude Pepper Library 
and Strozier Library. The move builds on the work that the Institute on World War 
II and the Human Experience has done while continuing to advance the collection 
to the next stages of archival stewardship. The World War II Archives are open to 
the public and the FSU community. FSU Libraries’ Special Collections & Archives 
continues collaborations with scholars, students, and faculty for research, teaching, 

and student internship opportunities. 

The World War II Archives offer a combination of historical record and personal 
experience. There is official and bureaucratic documentation and also first-person 
artifacts, letters, diaries, and journals detailing the experiences of the men and 
women, primarily in the United States, who served and were involved in the 
war efforts. These archives have a fundamental importance to the families of 
the servicemen and women whose material is contained in these archives. The 
collection offers materials for those doing genealogical research, but also the 
posthumous pursuit of medals of honor and recognition and the clarification of 

military records.  
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This year the Florida Book Awards 
(FBA) hosted its 17th competition, with 
over 150 entries across 11 categories of 
competition. Established in 2006, this is 
the nation’s most comprehensive state 
book awards program. The winning 
authors from across the state were 
honored at the annual Abitz Family 
Dinner in Tallahassee.  

Shana Smith received the Gerald 
Ensley Developing Writer Award, which 
annually honors a Florida author who 
has shown exceptional talent and the 
potential for continued literary success 
and significance in the future. This 
award is given in memory of Gerald 
Ensley, a veteran Tallahassee journalist 

and columnist with a career spanning 
over 40 years.  

Shana is an avid and longtime 
practitioner of Zen and is an assistant 
teacher for Sanbo Zen International. 
Shana's first book, Meditation for 
Moms and Dads: 108 Tips for Mindful 
Parents and Caregivers, was the result 
of navigating Zen practice while raising 
her two children. Islands of Cedars 
is her first novel, directly inspired by 
her love of wild Florida and her wish 
to celebrate its best qualities while 
mindfully bringing awareness to current 
environmental threats, racial inequity, 
and a need for balanced history.  

The Florida 
Book Awards

Celebrating the best of Florida Literature
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954,348
Total Library Visits

By the Numbers

December

Tuesday

Busiest Month

Busiest Day

$548
Average expenditure per 
student

5,611,245

4,911,965

2,332,588

90,899

660

1,891,633

31,015

966,554

4,961

15,337

81

1,380

376

5,909

Our spaces & students

Our collections

Print Volumes, Electronic Books, 
Journals and Media

Title count (Only Digital and Print)

E-books

Items in Diginole
(Institutional Repository)

Databases

Electronic Articles Accessed

Technology

Special Collections

Tech Items Checked Out

Page views

Reference Questions Asked

Total Completed LEDS Requests 
(Physical Deliveries of LEDS, ILL 
and Uborrow)

Instruction Sessions

Students Taught

Visitors

Research Inquiries (Using Total 
of Transactions, Consultations, 
and VR)



New Employees
FSU Libraries employ over 200 librarians, staff, and students working in various 
roles and departments across the institution. Part of what makes our libraries so 
special is the people working in it and the valuable contributions they make. We’re 
excited to welcome these new employees! 

39
40

ILL IT Support Specialist
Megan Simon

Dirac Collections Access Supervisor
Stephen Ziegler 

Student Engagement Associate
Alaina Faulkner 

Student Engagement Librarian 
Crystal Mathews 

Library Associate, eResources
Jessalyn Ready

Collections Access Supervisor 
Rilley McKenna

Serials Library Associate
Ryan Davis

Sr. Security Guard (Public Safety)
Mario Sapp

Graphic Design Specialist 
Laura Pellini 

Cataloging Lib Specialist 
Kerry Pond

Dirac Course Reserves 
Supervisor 

Ryan Brown

STEM Library Associate
Lindsey Summerlin 

Security Supervisor 
J'Len Wilson 

Associate Dean for RLS
Neelam Bharti

Associate Dean for TADS
Debra Hanken Kurtz
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Employee Milestones
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Beverly Speight, Fines Management Associate, and Shaundra Lee, Undergraduate 
Circulation Supervisor, recently received sustained service awards during the 
Division of Academic Affairs 2023 Employee Recognition Awards program. Beverly 
was recognized for 35 years of service and Shaundra was recognized for 20 years 
of service. Cynthia Harley, Access Services Coordinator for STEM Libraries, is also 
celebrating 35 years of service with FSU Libraries.  

Congratulations to Beverly, Shaundra, and Cynthia. We couldn’t do it without you!  
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Giving Opportunities
Gifts to the Florida State University Libraries help preserve the University’s rich 
history and build a strong future of collections, scholarship, and community.

You can give online at give.fsu.edu/libraries or make a donation through mail. You 
can also donate through stock transfer, retirement, or develop a planned gift. If 
interested in starting a new fund, refer to the contact information below. 

·      Special Collections
·      Heritage Museum
·      Library Development
·      Student Internships
·      Student Textbooks
·      Florida Book Awards
·      Start a Fund

University Libraries and Heritage 
Museum Donors

Karen Arnold
William Arnold
Florence Ashby
Andrew Askew
Edmund Augustyniak
Rebecca Augustyniak
December Baker
Mary Barker
Angela Bellavance
Clint Bennett
Jan Bennett
Denise Bickerstaff
Kenneth Blair
Shawne Blair
Michael Boulos
Valerie Boulos
James Bowers
Stephanie Bowers
Mafe and Louis Brooks
Joan Brown
Steve Burgess
Janet Burroway
Brian Carter
Louise Carter
Patrick Caterson
Tatiana Caterson
Anna Cherry
Julian Clayton
Marie Clearman
Tom Clearman
Fabeanne Collins
Ann Cotroneo
Gayle Cramer
Harry Cramer
Jake Crouch
Maria De Gasperi
Michelle Demeter
Amy Doyle
Kyle Eiselstein
Stacy Eiselstein

Todd Engstrom
Susan and Jack Fiorito
Janet Fisher
Lauren Franklin
Frank Frey
Mary Frey
Ann Gaber
Brian Gaber
Chereeka Garner
Glen Genus
Marcella Genus
Connie Geyer
Francisco Gonzalez
Alice Hadley
Christopher Harvey
Heather Hennes
Jose Hoard
Linda Hoard
Perry Howell
Emily Jones
Mark Jones
Terry Katz
Stephen Keller
Kim Kelling
Debbie Kennon
Liudmila Labrada
Carlos Langoni
Connie Larimer
Frank Larimer
Michael Launer
Brenda Lewis
Jansen Lloyd
Linda Maples
William Maples
Jane Marino
Manuel Marino
Deborah Martin
Mitchell Martin
Michelle Mattox
Frances McCaskillFor more information, please contact Jenni McKnight, Director of Development, 

at 850-228-3283 or jmcknight@foundation.fsu.edu. 

Build Your Legacy
You can support the Heritage Museum’s work while 

leaving your legacy with a gift.

The hand-crafted Florida State University Captain's 
chair represents American craftsmanship at its 

finest. A one-of-a-kind reminder of your FSU days.

Each commemorative chair is finely detailed with 
the FSU Logo on solid maple hardwood.

Donors gift of $6,500 or more supporting both 
FSU Libraries and our historic Heritage Museum 

will honor an alumni, family, faulty or friend with a 
plaque on one of the 80 well-crafted chairs in the 

Heritage Museum located in Dodd Hall.
 

This lasting legacy will be viewed by generations 
of the FSU community.
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FRIEND  $100-$249



Bob Bradley
Linda Carmany
Jimmy Cole
Carrie  Cooper
Chad Corbitt
Alicia Crew
Gale and Max Etschmaier
Timothy Evans
Edward C. Fogg III & Lisbeth A. Fogg 
Charitable Trust 
Paul Fredrickson
Tony Fusco
Stewart Goldman
Kris Harper
Carolyn Herrington
Barbara Heusel
Mark and Nan Casper Hillis
Annabel Horward
Herb and Mary Jervis
Betty Lou Joanos
Linda Kabrich Evans
Sally Karioth
Arthur Ketchersid
Marcia Ketchersid
Lorraine Kirkland
Wesley McCain
Tim and Sandra  Mele
Mary Miller

David Mitchell
Cheryl Monroe
Senator Bill Montford
Dennis Moore
Kevin Mulcahy
Kristi Nelson
Joel Padgett
Patress Persons
Sherrill Ragans
Valliere Richard Auzenne
Bob Richardson
Dorothy Richardson
Rick and Donna Rodick
Melissa and Patrick Rowan
Anne Rowe
Jaunnie Scoggins
Ron Scoggins
Jayne Standley
Nancy Stepina-Robison
Janet Stoner
Noreene Storrie
Anne Strozier
Michael Viren
Kathy Whitehead
Wayne and Shirley Wiegand
Nancy Wingenbach
Susan Woodard
Julia Zimmerman

BENEFACTOR $1000+

Ronald McCaskill
Jenni McKnight
Barbara Metter
Joel Metter
Kathy Miranowic
Harold Oakleaf
Karen Pacheco
Judith Pascoe
Diane Patchen
Donald Patchen
Lena Phelps
Diane Pickett
Shawn Quish
Barbara Robinson
Brian Robinson
Alexander Rochell
Joe Rojas
Sheryl Rojas

Peter Ruppert
Jeff Schmidt
Ada Seltzer
Glenn Shapiro
Sylvia Shore-Katz
Matthew Skelly
Brian Spellissy
Matthew Strozier
Steve Sutten
Marvin Thurston
Karen Wandel
Lee Wandel
Sanford White
Miriam Williams
Bobbi Wood
William Wood
Tracey Wooster
Marilyn Young

ADVOCATE $250-$999

Laurie Barlow
Karla Barnes
Diana Barnhart
Gerie Bledsoe
Elaine Crepeau
John Delehanty
Gemma D'Souza
V. D'Souza
John and Cherie Fenstermaker
Gilbert Fernandez
Michael Fornaro
Gerald Goebel
Susan Goebel
Ethan Grabill
Jennifer Grabill
Colleen Hey
Ken Hey
Lee Hinkle
Ke Hung
Martha Hung
Chris Iansiti
Joseph Kearney
Janet Kistner

William Kohr
Connie Leistiko
Fred Leistiko
Lagretta Lenker
Mark Lenker
Cheryl Mahan
Fred Mahan
Jason Mather
Susannah and Ed Miller
Hannelore Noble
Laura Rabb
Patricia Rabb
Andres Rocafort
Colleen Rocafort
Mary Smyrnioudis
Alice Stokley
Elise Thrash
Jay Thrash
Jill Wadsworth
George Weaver
Susanne Webb
Eddie and Gina Woodward
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Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. If we have omitted 
your name or listed your name incorrectly please contact Jenni McKnight, Director of 

Development at jlmcknight@fsu.edu.



The FSU Libraries 
Advancement Board
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The FSU Libraries Advancement Board supports excellence in scholarly resources 
and research services for the University. Board members meet every semester and 
work actively to boost library initiatives and provide funding for student internships, 
learning resources, and physical spaces. 

We want to extend our sincere gratitude to our members: Valliere Richard Auzenne, 
Carrie Cooper, Chad Corbitt, Monica Dirac, Paul Fredickson, Tony Fusco, Kris 
Harper, Mark Hillis, Tim E. Mele, Dennis Moore, Cheryl Monroe, Bill Montford, 
Kristi A. Nelson, Melissa Rowan, Anne Rowe, Nancy Stephina-Robinson, Anne 
Strozier, Kathy Whitehead, Nancy Wingenbach, and Julia Zimmerman. 
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116 Honors Way
Tallahassee, Florida, 32306-2047


